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10 years of perfect protection for a painting in the church of St. Annen in 
Berlin-Dahlem  

Since introducing the HAHN Protector picture case in 1995, the first field report by a Diplom 
Restorer gives insights into the 10 year record of a late medieval painting stored inside a 
HAHN Protector. Excerpts from his report show how efficient a historical artefact can be 
protected by our picture case in the public realm of a church.  

HAHN PROTECTOR Picture Case offering maximum climate protection. 

Experts from a field report by Wolfram Vormelker, Diplom Restaurator VDR. 

The rural church of Berlin- Dahlem – St. Annen – 
has housed the altar image of a crucifixion scene 
painted on an oak panel since 1945. The painting 
with the dimension of 1450 x 950 mm is dating 
back to 1495. Inside the church the painting has 
been exposed to dramatically changing climatic 
conditions, varying between below 20 % rel. 
humidity in winter due to an air heating system, 
and up to 70 % rel. humidity during strongly 
frequented service hours. 
 
First restoration efforts showed the wood panel 
had shrunk by about 3 mm, causing major 
detachment of the paint layer from the wooden 
ground. This restoration process demonstrated 
that the medieval painting could only survive if 
protected against the ambient climate conditions. 
A solution was found in the PROTECTOR Picture 
Case by GLASBAU HAHN, after expert exchange 

between the Wallraf Richartz Museum, Cologne and the STÄDEL Frankfurt/ Main confirmed 
the maximum protection inside such a picture case. 
 
The PROTECTOR Picture Case, equipped with non reflective laminated safety glass 
hermetically sealed to an Aluminium framework, creates a constant interior rel. humidity by 
means of a desiccant material and a patented air pressure compensation system. A humidity 
and temperature sensor provides the monitoring of the temperature and RH inside the case.  
The church of St. Annen altar painting, protected inside the climate controlled HAHN picture 
case, has been stored for 10 years at a RH of 55 % with minimum changes of + - 1 %. After 
10 years, the wooden panel showed no change in dimension, the paint layer stayed in a 
stable condition. The only disadvantage related to the storage inside a case can be seen in 
the perception of the painting, as the non reflective laminated safety glass Mirogard Protect 
reflects a green light on the painting. In Berlin-Dahlem a solution was found for this visual 
problem: the painting is placed at a slight slant inside the case, thus preventing the colour 
reflection, leaving only positive aspects related to the long term protection of rare historical 
artefacts inside a HAHN PROTECTOR Picture Case. 

 


